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INTRODUCTION

Slightly Askew Theatre Ensemble (SATE) is planning on returning to live, indoor theatre with a
production in September 2021 at The Chapel in St. Louis, MO. SATE is working with staff and volunteers
at The Chapel to present this indoor arts event safely for all involved: SATE staff, artists, collaborators,
and audiences.

In preparation, SATE has carefully reviewed Missouri Arts Safe guidance.  SATE is committed to the
Missouri Arts Safe pledge, and is preparing to enact their universal measures.

SATE prioritizes the health and safety of its artists, collaborators, volunteers, and audiences. We seek to
make rehearsal and performance venues well ventilated, spacious, and sanitized, as well as requiring
mask-wearing for all - vaccinated or not. All artists and collaborators working on productions are required
to be vaccinated.

BACKGROUND

SATE (satestl.org) has been presenting professional theatre in St. Louis since 2006. Currently, SATE is a
resident arts organization at two locations: The Chapel (6238 Alexander Drive, 63105) and the Centene
Center for the Arts (3547 Olive Street, 63103).

The Chapel is a converted church space operated by volunteers at Memorial Presbyterian Church in St.
Louis. The staff at The Chapel have added enhanced cleaning measures in the space, to be supplemented
by SATE staff during production. The air conditioning system was updated 2 years ago. 30-ft ceiling in
the venue, plus additional fans in the space will add to air flow and ventilation for the artists while
rehearsing and performing and the audience during production.
SATE will be following the practices and procedures set forth by The Chapel, which has been hosting
indoor events safely since Fall 2020.

SATE also rents space at the Centene Center for the Arts in Grand Center. The office space functions as a
storage space and is rarely accessed by staff. Tenancy in the Centene Center also gives companies access
to rehearsal spaces, which are spacious, well-ventilated, and allow for social distancing. Staff, artists and
collaborators follow the building’s guidelines for masking and social distancing in the facility.

Currently, SATE has no outreach programming hosted in other facilities.

September 2021 will mark SATE’s cautious return to indoor programming since March 2020. The
re-opening will be a production of a play produced at The Chapel. Artists will begin rehearsals in August
2021 for 4 weeks followed by 2 weeks of performances. Audience capacity will be limited to no more
than 40 (in a venue that normally seats 80).

After the September 2021 production, SATE will cautiously produce again in March 2022 at the Centene
Center. SATE will continually monitor the situation as it moves closer to rehearsals and performances and
will follow the Centene Center’s guidelines at that time.



SATE is following recommendations issued by the CDC and public health officials in St. Louis City and
County. At the time of this writing, masks are mandated for all people indoors, and SATE will be
complying with that mandate. SATE has used resources on missouriartsafe.org, as well as following the
procedures of other theatre companies who have resumed live performances including The Midnight
Company, The Rep, COCA, and St. Louis Shakespeare Festival.

REHEARSALS

SATE’s artists and collaborators are asked to be vaccinated.

Artists and collaborators will complete a health survey ahead of each rehearsal they will be attending.
Any artist or collaborator reporting symptoms will not be allowed at rehearsal.

Rehearsals will be held at The Chapel, also the performance venue. All people attending rehearsals - the
director, stage manager, actors, and other collaborators, such as designers - will be masked the entire time
they are in the space, complying with St. Louis City’s mask mandate (in effect at the time of this writing).

Blocking will be such to allow for social distancing, as well as a minimum of props (potentially
high-touch items) will be minimized.

Restrooms will be stocked with approved cleaning products to sanitize surfaces after use.

SHOW/WELCOMING THE AUDIENCE

SATE will implement contactless ticketing and check-in for audiences. Patrons will be asked to purchase
tickets online through Eventbrite.com.

If a patron arrives at the theatre without a pre-purchased ticket or reservation, they will still be able to buy
a ticket via a QR code to the Eventbrite page.

SATE will accept cash only as a last resort, which a parton will place in a tray, and no change will be able
to be given.

Before they arrive at the theatre, audiences will also be required to fill out a health-screening survey no
more than 12 hours before attending a production. Any audience member reporting symptoms will not be
able to attend the production. SATE staff will monitor with survey replies and contact any patrons
reporting symptoms via email or telephone.

If an audience member has not filled out their health screening, they will be asked to complete one before
they are invited into the space.

There will be two SATE staff members trained in Missouri ArtSafe procedures welcoming patrons in the
lobby. Each will have a list of that performance’s audience and will check patrons in as they arrive. Two
staff members checking the audience in will help to keep lines from forming at a single box office table.

All audience members will be required to wear masks the entire time they are in the Chapel, despite their
vaccination status.

SATE will not be selling concessions.



SATE’s ticketing system, Eventbrite.com, collects contact information on all ticket-buyers, and therefore
functions as a form of contact tracing.

Should SATE need to shut down it’s production, ticket-holders will be notified by email or phone and
given an option to have their ticket refunded. SATE will also give patrons the opportunity to transfer their
ticket to a future production, or consider the ticket cost a donation to the company.

Patrons will be encouraged to immediately take their seats to discourage any gathering.

There will be strict monitoring of restroom visits with tape marking distanced spacing for those waiting in
line.

SATE staff will be masked, this includes Front of House workers and the stage manager, all of whom will
be trained in Missouri ArtSafe procedures..

SATE will be providing hand sanitization for our artists and backstage, and will work with The Chapel to
make sure the same is available for all audiences.

SATE will respect all Chapel policies, along with recommendations from public health officials.  They
also include: All Audience in masks; limited capacity in the theatre to be limited;  socially-distanced
seats.

COVID POLICIES
Core Safety Practices
SATE pledges and adheres to a core level of safe practices to provide a safe environment for our staff,
artists, volunteers, audience.

1. Facial Coverings

● All artists will wear face coverings that fit properly at rehearsal and will be instructed to wash or
replace face coverings for each rehearsal.

● All audience 2 years or older will be required to wear facial coverings to comply with the local
mask-wearing mandates.

● SATE will have face coverings available for artists and audience who arrive without safe
coverings at no cost.

● SATE will make clear that bandanas, gaiters, plastic face shields or masks with exhalation valves
are not effective/acceptable.

2. Social Distancing

● SATE will use signage to indicate proper distancing to remind artists and audience to maintain
distance.

● SATE will incorporate social distancing into staging.
● SATE will hold rehearsals and performances  in open, well-ventilated spaces with appropriate

social distancing among artists and audiences.



● SATE will encourage artists and audiences to avoid congregating in high traffic areas such as
bathrooms and hallways.

● SATE will implement a socially distance seating plan for audience members.
● SATE will establish one-way traffic patterns.

3. Health Checks
● SATE will require all artists attending a rehearsal to complete a health screening survey on

Google forms prior to arrival at rehearsal: https://forms.gle/NMQodCTW4bL84EpH8
● If an artist is reporting symptoms, SATE will require they will not be able to attend rehearsal, and

must show Producers negative COVID test results to return to rehearsal.
● SATE will require the audience to complete the above screening form before arriving at the

performance venue, and if form isn’t complete upon arrival, will ask the audience to complete
upon arrival.

4. Contact Tracing

● SATE will maintain a continuous log of every person who may have close contact with other
individuals at our rehearsal and performances.

● SATE will collect contact information from all artists and audience members.
● SATE will notify state and local health departments if an artist or audience member tests positive

for COVID-19.
● SATE will cooperate with contact tracing efforts, including notification of potential contacts who

had close contact with the individual, while maintaining required confidentiality.

5. Contactless Experience

● SATE will utilize the online ticketing system, Eventbrite, to process ticket sales
○ Tickets will either be paid in advance or through a QR code at the venue linked to

Eventbrite
● SATE will use online programs available through a QR code
● SATE will not sell concessions

6. Reduced Capacity

● SATE will reduce seating in compliance with public health recommendations/ mandates and
accepted industry standards.

7. Enhanced Sanitation & Hygiene

● SATE will provide and maintain hand hygiene stations in high touch or high volume areas.
● SATE will post signage to remind artists and audience members to adhere to proper hygiene.
● SATE will conduct regular cleaning and disinfection.
● SATE will sanitize public restrooms using EPA-approved disinfectants.
● SATE will clean and disinfect contaminated areas in the event of a positive case.

https://forms.gle/NMQodCTW4bL84EpH8


● SATE will maintain written cleaning logs documenting the date, time and scope of cleaning.
● SATE will adhere to other sanitation measures recommended by the Centers for Disease Control

and Prevention (CDC) and other experts.
● SATE will keep rehearsal and performance spaces well-ventilated with circulating air.
● All SATE artists will sign a letter of agreement/waiver prior to the start of rehearsal.

8. Training
● SATE producers will both be Missouri ArtSafe certified and will run Front of House for all

productions.

IN CONCLUSION

SATE will continue to monitor statistics and guidelines set forth by public heath officials, and will comply
with all mandates. These best practices, as set forth as of this writing will be continually evaluated in
order to keep SATE’s artists, collaborators, and audiences safe and healthy. That is the company’s number
one priority.

SATE’s ArtSafe Plan will be published on SATE’s website satestl.org, as well as on it’s social media
pages facebook.com/satestl and instragram.com/satestl. As of this writing, SATE is also promoting ticket
sales for it’s planned production in September 2021. SATE’s ArtSafe plan will be mentioned in all
promotion materials and press releases.

Questions, comments, and suggestions regarding SATE’s ArtSafe policies can be directed to co-Producer
Ellie Schwetye elliesate@gmail.com or 314-827-5760.

Thank you.
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